State of Tennegsee

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 63

By Representatives Harry Brooks, Alexander, Armstrong, Bass, Kevin Brooks, Butt,
Campbell, Camper, Carr, Casada, Cobb, Coley, Cooper, Curtiss, Dean, John DeBerry,
Lois DeBerry, Dennis, Dunn, Elam, Eldridge, Evans, Faison, Fitzhugh, Floyd, Ford,
Forgety, Giimore, Gotto, Halford, Hall, Hardaway, Harmon, Harrison, Hawk, Haynes,
Hensley, Hill, Hoit, Hurley, Curtis Johnson, Phillip Johnson, Jones, Keisling, Kernell,
Lollar, Lundberg, Maggart, Marsh, Matheny, Matlock, McCormick, McDaniel, McDonald,
McManus, Don Miller, Larry Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Naifeh, Niceley, Odom,
Parkinson, Pitts, Pody, Powers, Pruitt, Ragan, Ramsey, Rich, Richardson, Roach,
Sanderson, Sargent, Sexton, Shaw, Shepard, Shipley, Sontany, Sparks, Stewart, Swann,
Tidwell, Tindell, Todd, Towns, Johnnie Turner, Mike Turner, Watson, Weaver, White, Kent
Wiiliams, Ryan Williams, Windle, Wirgau, Womick and Madam Speaker Harwell

and

Senators Barnes, Beavers, Bell, Berke, Burks, Campfield, Crowe, Faulk, Finney, Ford,
Gresham, Haile, Harper, Haynes, Henry, Herron, Johnson, Kelsey, Ketron, Kyle, Marrero,
McNally, Overbey, Southerland, Stewart, Summerville, Tate, Tracy, Watson, Woodson,
Yager and Mr. Speaker Ramsey

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend the Tennessee PTA upon the occasion of their
100th Anniversary.

WHEREAS, on February 17, 1897, a group of mothers, led by Alice McClellen Birney
and Phoebe Apperson Hearst, met in Washington, D.C. to express their concerns as to the
education, health, and safety of children and youth in this nation; and

WHEREAS, originally called the National Congress of Mothers, today this outstanding
organization is known as the National PTA, the largest volunteer child advocacy organization in
the United States with one purpose — to serve children, their families, and their school
communities; and

WHEREAS, this year, the Tennessee PTA celebrates 100 years of advocacy on behalf
of the children of Tennessee since its inception on January 24, 1911, as the Tennessee
Congress of Parents and Teachers; and

WHEREAS, during the past hundred years, the Tennessee PTA has led the charge on
countless issues to improve the lives of generations of Tennessee's children, including school
lunch programs, immunization of all children against smallpox, whooping cough, and diphtheria,
and strengthening child labor laws; and

WHEREAS, champions for education, the Tennessee PTA has played a vital role in the
passage of legislation to increase education funding, enact more challenging school
curriculums, improve rural elementary schools, establish kindergarten programs, promote library
services, bus safety, vocational training, smaller class sizes, adequate textbooks, and more
parental involvement in schools to name but a very few; and

WHEREAS, Tennessee PTA, over the years, has enjoyed outstanding leadership from
across the state, including a number of Knoxvillians, including PTA President Bettye Lis, who
ably served on the Tennessee Board of Education Committee to Study Requirements for School
Graduation in 1978, Mrs. Willie A. Miles who was the first African American President of the
Tennessee PTA in 1981, and Lois Jean White who became the first African American President
of the National PTA in 1997; and

WHEREAS, in 2011, as Tennessee PTA commemorates its 100th anniversary it is
highly appropriate that Past President Betsy Landers of Germantown will be installed as
National PTA President in June, bringing yet another distinguished honor to this laudable
organization; and
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WHEREAS, it is fitting that we honor such a worthy organization that truly epitomizes the
Volunteer Spirit of Tennessee and stands up for those individuals most precious to all
Tennesseans, our chiildren; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED
SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE
CONCURRING, that we proudly honor and commend the Tennessee PTA as they celebrate
100 years of advocacy on behalf of the children of Tennessee and extend to them our best
wishes for continued success.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared
for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.
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BETH HARWELL, SPEAKER
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

APPROVED this 3‘7‘ day of_Mm___ 2011

BILL HASLAM, GOVERNOR




